40                          SHORT STORIES

Lives that have progressed sufficiently know
things without necessarily seeing them. I used
the phrase 'immediate knowledge* in the sense of
a conclusion for which there is no obvious basis.
So my senior is angry."

The King was amused and intrigued. "Sir
Pandit/' he said: "why need you be angry at such
a statement ? You can easily make some similiar
statement about Thirumalarya's faith."

" He has often done it, sire," said Thiru-
malarya. " He has said that our faith is like a
lamp placed upon a cross-wall. Our teachers did
not have the courage to assert the One. They
lacked the courage to assert the many either. So
they shaped the doctrine of * the One with attri-
butes.5 We face both ways, he says."

Padmarasa Pandit explained : " But that is
said for fun. You too have laughed at the Jain
faith at times. But the phrase you used today
showed malice."

The King was wondering how he should
reconcile the two sides. He wanted the ministers
to talk of something unconnected with the dispute
for some time and hoped in the meanwhile1 to see
some opening for settling the difference. So he
turned to Padmarasa and said: " What else has
our friend Thirumalarya said of the Jain faith ?"